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Chairperson"s Message

Dear Prabasi community,

It’s that time of the year again; Bay Area reverberates with the 
echo of conch shells and the beat of dhaak as we celebrate the 
most joyous occasion of the year, Durga Puja. Despite this being 
a challenging year, Bay Area Prabasi has been able to thrive as a 
quadragenarian - bringing you a diverse range of offerings to enjoy 
the festival in the best possible way as we gear up for our golden 
jubilee celebrations.
During this festival season, we continue to honor our long-stand-
ing commitment to give back through two initiatives - the first one 
involving supporting the rural handicraft of Bengal-a sector rep-
resenting the economic lifeline of the vulnerable sections of the 
society by sourcing handcrafted eco-friendly decoration for Puja 
mandap. Second- project Wash- an initiative to support water, san-
itation, and hygiene in schools which we launched earlier this year. 
Challenge and growth, the year provided a wealth of both, continu-
ing to bring together a group of resilient people who have been, 
perhaps, my greatest source of inspiration.
I thank all volunteers, board members, committee members, spon-
sors, and donors for their unwavering support through our journey 
and I am confident that we can and will thrive in the years ahead, 
continuing with our distinctive efforts and mission.

With gratitude to you all,
Bitan Nandi Biswas



‘‘   ,
     ’’

(Chairperson/President)
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Chhat Bhavan
Best compliments from
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Prints and Weaves by 
Ronita

Best compliments from
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Red Hot Chili Pepper
Best compliments from
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Indyvogue
Best compliments from
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Ethnic Weaves  
and Drapes

Best compliments from
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Pakrashi Harmonium  
Best compliments from
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Heena Joshi
Best compliments from





Janet Z. Wan
Best compliments from
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We are all familiar with the goddess 
Kali’s image: the dark complexion, 
disheveled hair, tongue sticking 
out and a garland of human skulls 

on her is ominous indeed, hardly befitting a 
goddess. And then there is her husband lying 
under her feet (is it a precursor to present 
day female ‘overemancipation’?). We are so 
used to the image that we rarely question its 
origin or significance. From our experience we 
would expect the origin to lie in the hoary past 
(5000 or 10000 years old, depending on how 
‘Hindu’ you are). There is surely aVedic Sukta 

vermillion spread over her forehead while 
she was wiping the sweat from her forehead.  
The hair was untidy. When she came face 
to face with an elderly Krishnananda, she 
bit her tongue in shame.  This posture of the 
housemaid was later utilized to envisage the 
idol of Goddess Kali. Thus was formed the 
image of Kali.

Sometime in the mid to late 16th 
century, KrishnanandaAgamavagisa, a 
Bengali mystic (born after 1500) had an 
apocryphal powerful experience which 
resulted in a "new" form of Kali. It is said that 
Krishnananda went to bathe in a river near 
a cremation-ground (either at Tarapith or 
Bakreshwar, both in West Bengal), where he 
happened to stumble upon a dark-skinned 
tribal – probably Santhal -- girl who, believing 
she was alone, had stripped naked and was 
washing herself using a discarded skull-cap 

IMAGE 
OF KALI

By Partha Sarkar





somewhere hidden in the huge corpus, which 
may be construed to describe our present 
goddess. And there would be no dearth 
profound explanations of deep philosophical 
significance regarding the various aspects of 
the image (e.g. the extremely dark skin).

However, to our disappointment, the 
origin of the image is probably more prosaic 
and only dates back to around the sixteenth 
century. It appears that a well-known Tantric 
went to the river bank before daybreak as 
part of his daily ritual. There he encountered 
a dark skinned woman also taking her bath. 
The woman was scantily dressed, thus quite 
taken aback. She stuck her tongue out in 
shame.  The Tantric got visions of Kali in the 
woman giving rise to the present day image. 
I have collected a few samplesthrough the 
Google (where else?)which I present below. 
They all essentially tell the same story.

Initially the Goddess Kali was worshiped 
without any image. People used to pray 

goddess Kali in a small pot (Ghot)-under a 
tree. At around 1450 KrishnanandaMoitra 
who was honored with the Title 
AGAMBAGIS, first felt to worship the 
goddess Kali with a proper IMAGE.  One 
day in a deep meditation, Krishnananda 
invoked goddess kali and sought an 
image of the goddess. When his sadhana 
reached ‘Turiya’ state (the highest stage 
of Kulakundolini) he was instructed that 
the first lady, whom he would see on the 
very next day morning, would be the hint 
of the image. Being too exited he could 
not sleep and in the wee hour, he started 
his search. On his way he saw a low caste 
black lady who was at that time busy in her 
domestic works. Her sari was displaced, 
vermillion mark was distorted, and both of 
her hands were full of cow dung. Her right 
leg was uplifted while she was working. 
Being too excited Krishnananda shouted 
– ‘Joy Maa’. As soon as the lady heard 
this and saw krishnananda, she became 
ashamed and her tongue came out. 
Krishnananda captured this in her mind and 
had drawn the image of Kali. This image 
is popularly known as Agomeswari Kali 
or Dakshina Kali. Later many worshipers 
had drawn various images of Kali as per 
their own imagination and interpretation 
– but the basic image remains same. 
Agomeswari Kali with all the basic form 
is still worshipped in Nabadweep, Nadia 
(Agomeswari Para).

More information on this can be 
found in the book ‘Mythology of the 
Hindoos’,writtenbyReverend William 
Ward and in various books published by 
UdbodhanKaryalaya (Ramakrishna Mission 
Publication).

The detailed description of the 
image of Goddess Kali can be found in 
Krishnananda’s book- ‘BrihatTantrasar‘ (The 
best book of Tantra Sadhana till date).

It is believed that the present form of 
Kali is due to a dream by a distinguished 
scholar of Indian charms and black magic 
or ‘Tantra’ and the author of Tantric Saar, 
KrishnanandaAgambagish, a contemporary 
of Lord Chaitanya. In his dream he was 
ordered to make herimage after the first 
figure he saw in the morning. At dawn, 
Krishnananda saw a dark complexioned 
maid with left hand protruding and making 
cow dung cakes with her right hand. Her 
body was glowing with white dots. The 





from a nearby funeral pyre. Her long black hair 
untied, and she was engrossed in her bathing, 
when some movement made her aware of 
the watchingKrishnananda. Embarrassed 
the sudden gentleman intruder, she stuck out 
her tongue in shyness (a reflex action still 
done by village girls in India). Krishnananda, 
who had been trying to understand how best 
to comprehend the many varied forms of 
divinity, had a sudden and powerful mystical 
experience, he felt that the skies had opened 
and he had obtained a direct vision of the 
primordial female principle. He viewed this 
tribal girl as a living Kali, and took the "vision" 
of her naked dark body, long disheveled 
hair, extended tongue and skull in hand as 
a new and especially potent icon. The tribal 
girl symbolizes the hitherto marginalized 
animism in this story. For the rest of his life, 
Krishnananda evangelized this special form 
of Kali far and wide. Around 1580, he wrote 
theTantrasara, an 'Essence of Tantras', in 
which he gave the following description of the 

Dark Goddess and which forms the basis 
of the typical Bengali Kali icon:

In this context, I cannot help 
bringing up an event described in Sunil 
Gangopadhyay’s novel ‘Prothom Alo’ 
(First Light), a period piece encompassing 
the times of Rabindranath, Vivekananda, 
J.C. Bose etc. In it he relates an incident 
where Sister Nivedita was delivering a 
lecture of Goddess Kali in Albert Hall. She 
was speaking eloquently to an audience, 
which included many eminent persons 
of the time. SuddenlyDr. Mahendralal 
Sircar (no relation of mine!)stood up 
and started vociferously heckling the 
speaker, accusing her, a newcomer to 
India and Hinduism, of spreading rabid 
superstitions and pushing back to further 
darkness. Sister Nivedita tried to explain 
her position calmly, at which the doctor 
shot back thunderously: The whole theory 
of the pujas is mere hypocricy, deceit. A 
few Tantrics to whet their sexual appetites 
have molded an image of a ‘langta 
magi’(nude woman) and their worship is 
accompanied by sexual excesses and 
excessive drinking and meat eating. 
The raucous continued with the whole 
audience involved, till Dr. Sircar left the 
audience realizing he had very little 
support. A lot of readers took offence at 
this description in the novel, to which Sunil 
Ganguly duly responded alluding to the 
historical basis of the Kali image.

Now, Dr. Mahendralal Sircar was 
a very distinguished man. He was 
one of the earliest MDs from Calcutta 
Medical College, but shifted over to 
Homeopathy since he felt that way he 
could better serve the poorer sections 
of the community. Dr. Sircar treated 
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa during his 
last illness. He was in total awe of the 
saint but his rational mind prevented him 
from accepting Ramakrishna as an Avatar. 
And finally, Dr. Sircar may arguably be 
hailed as the Father of Indian Science. He, 
almost singlehandedly, with some help 
from Father Lafont of St. Xavier’s College 
(a mentor of J.C. Bose) established The 
Indian Association for the Cultivation of 
Science (IACS), the first institution of 
scientific research in India. IACS is where 
the Nobel Laureate C. V. Raman did a 
major part of his early research is still a 
very active in scientific research.
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Sam Naha
Best compliments from







এয়ারেপাটর্  েথেক কয্াব িনেয় চেলিছ বাবার আর 
আমার কলকাতার ৈপতৃক বািড়র িদেক। দগূর্া পুেজার 
সােজা সােজা রব শহর জেুড়। মনটা েযন 
কলকাতার েভােরর বাতােস ফুরফুের হেয় উঠল। 
এবার েদখলাম শহেরর েচহারা অেনকটাই বদেল 
েগেছ, সকােল জয্াম জট েবশ কম। �য্ািফক 
িসগনয্ােল গািড় দাঁড়ােনায় উ� সােজর এক মিহলা 
কাঁেচর জানলায়  হােত তািল িদেয় টাকা চাইিছেলন, 
সােথ সােথ আমােদর �াইভার বেল উঠল একদম 
কাঁচ নামােবন না সয্ার, আমরা তার কথা মত 
কাঁচ নামালাম না। িক� মেনর িভতর েকমন একটা 
খারাপ লাগা অনভুব করলাম।
প�মী, ইিতমেধয্ রা�ায় মানেুষর ঢল্ েনেমেছ িবেশষ 
কের অ�বয়সী েদর মেধয্ উত্তজনা তুে�।আজ আর 
েবরেবা না িঠক করলাম, জিমেয় ের� িনেয় কাল 
েথেক শর করব পয্াে�ল হি�ং। বাবার মলূ উে�শয্ 
কলকাতার িথম পুেজা গেলার ছিব তুেল একটা 
ডকুেম�াির বানােনা। ইউেন� েথেক ওয়া�র্  
েহিরেটেজর তকমা পাওয়ার এখন আেমিরকা 
বাসীরাও এই পুেজা িনেষ েবশ েকৗতূহলী।
ষ�ীর িদন দি�ণ কলকাতার িবিভ� পুেজায় ঘুের 
ছিব তুললাম , সকেলই েকান িথেমর উপর পুজ 
কেরেছ, আিতশযয্ আর ৈবভেব েচাখ ধাঁিদেয় েগেলও 
পুেজােত আ�িরকতার অভাব অনভুব করলাম। 

স�মীেত েগলাম কুেমার পাড়ায়।  এখােন মােয়র 
মখু বড় মায়াময়ী। িক� সব জায়গােত েযন 
একটা �িতেযািগতা চলেছ - েজতার �িতেযািগতা। 
একটু েহঁেট েযেতই েদিখ এক বা�া েমেয় একটা 
েছা� পুেজার িদেক েযেত চাইেছ েসখান েথেক ধূপ 
ধুনার গে� মােয়র উপি�িত জানান িদে� , িক� 
তার বাবা-মা িকছুেতই তােক েসই িদেক িনেয় 
েগল না। আমার েকৗতূহল হেলা, এিগেয় েগলাম 
েসই িনিষ� পুেজার িদেক। 
েকান আড়�র েনই শধুই আ�িরকতার সােথ 
মােয়র আরাধনা চলেছ। চািরিদেক েকবল উ� 
সােজর মিহলােদর েদখেত েপলাম। এরা সকেলই 
রপা�িরকামী সমােজর পুেজােয় এেদর �েবশ 
িনিষ�, তাই িনেজেদর মত কের মােয়র পুেজা 
কেরেছন। 
পুেজা-পুেজা গ�টা আমরা এখােনই েপলাম আর 
িস�া� িনলাম বাবার  ডকুেম�াির িফে�র িবষয় 
হেব এই রপা�িরকামীেদর পুেজা।

রপা�িরত
অনপু দাশ , ১২

















অধর্শতবেষর্ �বাসী…2023
িনর�ন রায় 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
দহুাজার বাইেশ �বাসীর
বয়স,িছল উনপ�াশ, 
েদখেত েদখেত তা হেলা প�াশ।
�বাসীর সভয্রা সবর্দাই ভােব,
িক ভােব প�াশ বছর
সুস��  হেব।
তাই িনেয় েতাড় েজাড় 
শর হেয় েগল,
েয েযখােন িছল সবাই
একি�ত  হল।
সভয্েদর  যিদও বাস
     আলাদা সবার,
তা  সে�ও  তারা েযন
 এক িবরাট পিরবার।
নাচ, গান, নাটক নানা
সাং�ৃিতক আেয়াজন,
বিল, টিলউেডর কুশীলেবর
      নানা মেনা� অন�ুান।

পুেরােনা �িত�ান বলেত
সকেল �বাসীেকই ভােব,
খাওয়া দাওয়া ৈহ হে�াড়
সবই পয্াে�েল হেব।
এ েহন িমলন েমলা
েকনা ভােলাবািস
েব এিরয়ার �াণ
আমােদর �বাসী।
বাড়ুক সুনাম েমােদর
বাড়ুক এর যশ,
সব িকছুর কারণ
সভয্েদর পির�ম িনরলস।
সকেলর আশীষ িনেয়
েযন চলেত পাির,
�াতৃে�র এই ব�ন
েযন কভু ভুলেত নাির।।






: Moumita Basu 






: Moumita Basu 
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Cultural Advisory 
Counsil

Abhijit Datta
Abhronil Das Gupta
Allya
Amarjit Biswas
Ambar Das
Amrita Paul
Ananya
Ananya Paul
Anik
Aninda Mukherjee
Anindya Pathak
Anjan Das
Anwesha Mukherjee
Archismita
Arijit
Arindam Mukherjee
Arnab Chakrabarty
Arpita Roy Bhattacharya
Ashirbad Ghosh
Ashmit
Ayushi Biswas
Bijoya Saha
Chandan Biswas
Chandan Shee
Chandana
Chitta Ghosh
Debanjan Ghosh
Debarshi
Debarshi Raha
Debashish
Debasis Banerjee
Deepayan Chakraborti
Dipaniwta Datta
Divyansh Chaturvedi
Dolli De

Volunteers
Ekata Banerjee
Geetali Basu
Jaya Chand
Jayashree Ray
Kalapi Roy Neogi
Kallol Chatterjee
Kamalika
Kaushik Ghosh
Kaustavi
Koshi
Mainak Ghosh
Manas Chakraborty
Manidipa
Mohua Dey
Moitreyee
Monika
Monosrija Maity
Moonmita Ghosh
Moumita
NabanitaNiloy 
Mukherjee
Noori
Parijat
Parijat Mazumdar
Pinaki Gupta
Piu Mallick
Pranati

Samita Sen (Prabasi Liaison)
Smt. Mamata Shankar
Shri. Aninda Chatterjee

Shri. Sanjib Bhattacharya

Prantosh
Prantosh Sivayya
Prasanta De
Priyama Biswas
Rabi Kulshi
Raktim Mahanta
Raya
Repul Dey
Saikat Paul
Sailik
Samarpan Biswas
Sanchita Nupur Pal
Saoli Biswas 
Sarbari
Shayari
Somnath Sen
Soumyadeep Roy
Souvik Dutta 
Chowdhury
Sraboni Saha
Sreyashi Raha
Subhojit 
Chakraborty
Subir Dutta
Sucheta Roy(Mou)
Sudeshna Raha
Sudip 
Chattopadhyay
Sudipto Nandi
Sulagna
Supratik Bose
Supratim Basu
Supratim Deb
Sushmita
Susmita Bose
Suswana Chatterjee
Tanima Ganguli
Trisha Sen
Urmi Chakraborty
Vaishali Chaudhuri

Sincere thanks to Prabasi magazine core team: 
Srijoy Aditya, Saoli Biswas, Manas Chakraborty 
Sudeshna Raha & Sudipto Mukhopadhyay
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PARADISE
BALLROOMS

banque t  hal l  &  event  center

a

PARADISE BALLROOMS
4100 Peralta Blvd. Fremont, CA 94536

info@paradiseballrooms.com
www.paradiseballrooms.com

(510) 900-6319

SERVICES INCLUDE

hr mOky ijvyN ivAwh SwdI, irsYpSn, jnmidn, pwrtI leI 
200 qoN 1000 bMidAW dy bYTx Aqy Kwx leI hwl dw ieMqjwm hY[

Presents

• CATERING

• SILVERWARE

• CHINAWARE

• DECORATED HALL

• LINEN

• SEVERAL BAR OPTIONS

• SECURITY

• WAIT STAFF

• FULL SETUP INCLUDING

    TABLE CLOTH, NAPKINS, CHAIRS ETC. 

Call Makhan Bains or Ravinder Singh For Your Next Party

1-866-FOR-RAJA (367-7252)
www.RajaSweets.com



������������������

We like to Congratulate and Best Wishes to 
Bay Area Prabasi 

for celebrating successes at 
Golden Jubilee Celebrations.
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