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CALL: 650-938-2400 | Email: bollybeautysalon@gmail.com
Location 1: 820 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

Location 2: 2855 Stevens Creek Blvd,
Store No.: 1065 Santa Clara, CA 95050 (Westfield Valley Fair Mall)




Travel Medical Insurance

Group Medical Insurance

Life Insurance

1339 VP 070922

info@VisitorPLANS.com
855-5-VISITOR - 855-584-7486 - 510-353-1180

VisitorPLA
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www.VisitorPLANS.com

MCIS Multichoice Insurance Services LLC | California License # 0G3325]




SNAVOR THE Divine SWEETNESS OF

DurGn Puun!

CALL: (408)244-1160
OPEN All DAYS | 1:30 AM - 2:00 PM and 5:00 PM - 9:30 PM
Location: 1584 Halford Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95051
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Dear Prabasi community,

It's that time of the year again; Bay Area reverberates with the
echo of conch shells and the beat of dhaak as we celebrate the
most joyous occasion of the year, Durga Puja. Despite this being

a challenging year, Bay Area Prabasi has been able to thrive as a
quadragenarian - bringing you a diverse range of offerings to enjoy
the festival in the best possible way as we gear up for our golden
jubilee celebrations.

During this festival season, we continue to honor our long-stand-
ing commitment to give back through two initiatives - the first one
involving supporting the rural handicraft of Bengal-a sector rep-
resenting the economic lifeline of the vulnerable sections of the
society by sourcing handcrafted eco-friendly decoration for Puja
mandap. Second- project Wash- an initiative to support water, san-
itation, and hygiene in schools which we launched earlier this year.
Challenge and growth, the year provided a wealth of both, continu-
ing to bring together a group of resilient people who have been,
perhaps, my greatest source of inspiration.

| thank all volunteers, board members, committee members, spon-
sors, and donors for their unwavering support through our journey
and | am confident that we can and will thrive in the years ahead,
continuing with our distinctive efforts and mission.

With gratitude to you all,
Bitan Nandi Biswas (Chairperson/President)



It S 8lwo

vodf
*[RIA AG L029




o
\;.

&oRn: A Y@=
AV SF NS
NG Y R2Fq G

AT TN AT,
EIESECUGE RS RS




N : 4
e

Officers:

Chairperson . Mrs. Bitan Nandi Biswas
Mr. Saikat Paul

Treasurer

Member Board of Directors:

Dr.Prasanta De
Mr. Somnath Sen
Dr. Supratik Bose

Mr. Abhijit Datta
Dr. Jayashree Ray

Ms. Urmi Chakraborty
Mrs. Saoli Biswas
Mr. Anjan Das
Mr. Srijoy Aditya

Advisory Council: Cultural Advisors:
Dr. Ranjit Chakravorti Mr. Anindya Chatterjee
Dr. Anuradha Luther Maitra Mrs. Mamata Shankar
Mrs.Sudeshna Raha Mr. Sanjlb BhattaCharya
Dr. Sudip Chattopadhyay Ms. Samita Sen

Mr. Tirthankar Lahiri
Mr. Debanjan Saha
Mr. Sudipto Mukhopadhyay
Mr. Jishnu Bhattacharjee
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@Groceries for Your Divine Celebration

this Festive Season.

MADRAS )
GROCERIES |

Indian Super Market

CALL: (408) 746-0808

OPEN All DAYS | Mon - Fri: 10AM - 10PM | Sat - Sun: 9A.M - 10PM
Location: 1187 W El Camino Real. Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Coming soon: In Newark/ Fremont
5438, Central Ave. Newark, CA 94560
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Best compliments from

Chhat Bhavan
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SPECIAL HOURS FOR DIWALLI

NOVEMBER 10 (DHANTERAS): 10 AMTO 10 PM
NOVEMBER 12 (DIWALI): I| AMTO 5 PM
NOVEMBER I, 13, 14 & I15: 11 AMTO 8 PM

GIFT ON JEWELRY
PURCHASE ABOVE $500

PNG

JEWELERS

PASS ON HAPPINESS

Now Purchase Your Jewelry
From Anywhere In USA
On Facetime / Videocall,

Contact Us : 408-245-6764

PNG Jewelers, 791 E El Camino Real, Sunnyvale CA 94087 | http://www.pngjewelers.com
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(min order value of $100)

Offer valid from
Oct 15 2023 to Nov 10 2023

promo code
durgapuja

Th <>M Best quality in Bay Area
e eat Order online from www.meatcornercalifornia.com
‘ O RN E R 1036 E EL Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 +1408-931-6469
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e are all familiar with the goddess
Kali’s image: the dark complexion,
disheveled hair, tongue sticking

out and a garland of human skulls

on her is ominous indeed, hardly befitting a
goddess. And then there is her husband lying
under her feet (is it a precursor to present

day female ‘overemancipation’?). We are so
used to the image that we rarely question its
origin or significance. From our experience we
would expect the origin to lie in the hoary past
(5000 or 10000 years old, depending on how
‘Hindu’ you are). There is surely aVedic Sukta

By Partha Sarkar

vermillion spread over her forehead while
she was wiping the sweat from her forehead.
The hair was untidy. When she came face
to face with an elderly Krishnananda, she
bit her tongue in shame. This posture of the
housemaid was later utilized to envisage the
idol of Goddess Kali. Thus was formed the
image of Kali.

Sometime in the mid to late 16th
century, KrishnanandaAgamavagisa, a
Bengali mystic (born after 1500) had an
apocryphal powerful experience which
resulted in a "new" form of Kali. It is said that
Krishnananda went to bathe in a river near
a cremation-ground (either at Tarapith or
Bakreshwar, both in West Bengal), where he
happened to stumble upon a dark-skinned
tribal — probably Santhal -- girl who, believing
she was alone, had stripped naked and was
washing herself using a discarded skull-cap



somewhere hidden in the huge corpus, which
may be construed to describe our present
goddess. And there would be no dearth
profound explanations of deep philosophical
significance regarding the various aspects of
the image (e.g. the extremely dark skin).
However, to our disappointment, the
origin of the image is probably more prosaic
and only dates back to around the sixteenth
century. It appears that a well-known Tantric
went to the river bank before daybreak as
part of his daily ritual. There he encountered
a dark skinned woman also taking her bath.
The woman was scantily dressed, thus quite
taken aback. She stuck her tongue out in
shame. The Tantric got visions of Kali in the
woman giving rise to the present day image.
I have collected a few samplesthrough the
Google (where else?)which | present below.
They all essentially tell the same story.
Initially the Goddess Kali was worshiped
without any image. People used to pray

<

goddess Kali in a small pot (Ghot)-under a
tree. At around 1450 KrishnanandaMoitra
who was honored with the Title
AGAMBAGIS, first felt to worship the
goddess Kali with a proper IMAGE. One
day in a deep meditation, Krishnananda
invoked goddess kali and sought an
image of the goddess. When his sadhana
reached ‘Turiya’ state (the highest stage
of Kulakundolini) he was instructed that
the first lady, whom he would see on the
very next day morning, would be the hint
of the image. Being too exited he could
not sleep and in the wee hour, he started
his search. On his way he saw a low caste
black lady who was at that time busy in her
domestic works. Her sari was displaced,
vermillion mark was distorted, and both of
her hands were full of cow dung. Her right
leg was uplifted while she was working.
Being too excited Krishnananda shouted
—‘Joy Maa’. As soon as the lady heard
this and saw krishnananda, she became
ashamed and her tongue came out.
Krishnananda captured this in her mind and
had drawn the image of Kali. This image
is popularly known as Agomeswari Kali

or Dakshina Kali. Later many worshipers
had drawn various images of Kali as per
their own imagination and interpretation

— but the basic image remains same.
Agomeswari Kali with all the basic form

is still worshipped in Nabadweep, Nadia
(Agomeswari Para).

More information on this can be
found in the book ‘Mythology of the
Hindoos’,writtenbyReverend William
Ward and in various books published by
UdbodhanKaryalaya (Ramakrishna Mission
Publication).

The detailed description of the
image of Goddess Kali can be found in
Krishnananda’s book- ‘BrihatTantrasar’ (The
best book of Tantra Sadhana till date).

It is believed that the present form of
Kali is due to a dream by a distinguished
scholar of Indian charms and black magic
or ‘Tantra’ and the author of Tantric Saar,
KrishnanandaAgambagish, a contemporary
of Lord Chaitanya. In his dream he was
ordered to make herimage after the first
figure he saw in the morning. At dawn,
Krishnananda saw a dark complexioned
maid with left hand protruding and making
cow dung cakes with her right hand. Her
body was glowing with white dots. The
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from a nearby funeral pyre. Her long black hair
untied, and she was engrossed in her bathing,

when some movement made her aware of
the watchingKrishnananda. Embarrassed

the sudden gentleman intruder, she stuck out

her tongue in shyness (a reflex action still
done by village girls in India). Krishnananda,

who had been trying to understand how best

to comprehend the many varied forms of
divinity, had a sudden and powerful mystical

experience, he felt that the skies had opened

and he had obtained a direct vision of the
primordial female principle. He viewed this
tribal girl as a living Kali, and took the "vision
of her naked dark body, long disheveled
hair, extended tongue and skull in hand as
a new and especially potent icon. The tribal
girl symbolizes the hitherto marginalized
animism in this story. For the rest of his life,
Krishnananda evangelized this special form
of Kali far and wide. Around 1580, he wrote
theTantrasara, an 'Essence of Tantras', in

which he gave the following description of the

Dark Goddess and which forms the basis
of the typical Bengali Kali icon:

In this context, | cannot help
bringing up an event described in Sunil
Gangopadhyay’s novel ‘Prothom Alo’
(First Light), a period piece encompassing
the times of Rabindranath, Vivekananda,
J.C. Bose etc. In it he relates an incident
where Sister Nivedita was delivering a
lecture of Goddess Kali in Albert Hall. She
was speaking eloquently to an audience,
which included many eminent persons
of the time. SuddenlyDr. Mahendralal
Sircar (no relation of mine!)stood up
and started vociferously heckling the
speaker, accusing her, a newcomer to
India and Hinduism, of spreading rabid
superstitions and pushing back to further
darkness. Sister Nivedita tried to explain
her position calmly, at which the doctor
shot back thunderously: The whole theory
of the pujas is mere hypocricy, deceit. A
few Tantrics to whet their sexual appetites
have molded an image of a ‘langta
magi’(nude woman) and their worship is
accompanied by sexual excesses and
excessive drinking and meat eating.
The raucous continued with the whole
audience involved, till Dr. Sircar left the
audience realizing he had very little
support. A lot of readers took offence at
this description in the novel, to which Sunil
Ganguly duly responded alluding to the
historical basis of the Kali image.

Now, Dr. Mahendralal Sircar was
a very distinguished man. He was
one of the earliest MDs from Calcutta
Medical College, but shifted over to
Homeopathy since he felt that way he
could better serve the poorer sections
of the community. Dr. Sircar treated
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa during his
last illness. He was in total awe of the
saint but his rational mind prevented him
from accepting Ramakrishna as an Avatar.
And finally, Dr. Sircar may arguably be
hailed as the Father of Indian Science. He,
almost singlehandedly, with some help
from Father Lafont of St. Xavier’s College
(a mentor of J.C. Bose) established The
Indian Association for the Cultivation of
Science (IACS), the first institution of
scientific research in India. IACS is where
the Nobel Laureate C. V. Raman did a
major part of his early research is still a
very active in scientific research.
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Sometimes I wish I hadn’t done certain things in life,
Ela. The deeper I get, the harder it is to extricate myself.
Too many hooks, chains, cuffs and strings. Life,
circumstances, decisions, situations, pitfalls....and the
consequences of it all.... leave me where I am today.
Life can be so haunting... a conscience can kill.
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Abhijit Datta
Abhronil Das Gupta
Allya

Amarjit Biswas
Ambar Das

Amrita Paul
Ananya

Ananya Paul

Anik

Aninda Mukherjee
Anindya Pathak
Anjan Das
Anwesha Mukherjee
Archismita

Arijit

Arindam Mukherjee
Arnab Chakrabarty
Arpita Roy Bhattacharya
Ashirbad Ghosh
Ashmit

Ayushi Biswas
Bijoya Saha
Chandan Biswas
Chandan Shee
Chandana

Chitta Ghosh
Debanjan Ghosh
Debarshi

Debarshi Raha
Debashish

Debasis Banerjee

\/olu nteers

Ekata Banerjee
Geetali Basu
Jaya Chand
Jayashree Ray
Kalapi Roy Neogi
Kallol Chatterjee
Kamalika
Kaushik Ghosh
Kaustavi

Koshi

Mainak Ghosh
Manas Chakraborty
Manidipa

Mohua Dey
Moitreyee
Monika
Monosrija Maity
Moonmita Ghosh
Moumita
NabanitaNiloy
Mukherjee

Noori

Parijat

Parijat Mazumdar
Pinaki Gupta

Piu Mallick
Pranati

Cultu ral Advisor9
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Prantosh
Prantosh Sivayya
Prasanta De
Priyama Biswas
Rabi Kulshi
Raktim Mahanta
Raya

Repul Dey

Saikat Paul

Sailik

Samarpan Biswas
Sanchita Nupur Pal
Saoli Biswas
Sarbari

Shayari

Somnath Sen
Soumyadeep Roy
Souvik Dutta
Chowdhury
Sraboni Saha
Sreyashi Raha
Subhojit
Chakraborty
Subir Dutta
Sucheta Roy(Mou)
Sudeshna Raha
Sudip
Chattopadhyay
Sudipto Nandi
Sulagna

Supratik Bose
Supratim Basu

Deepayan Chakraborti
Dipaniwta Datta
Divyansh Chaturvedi
Dolli De

Samita Sen (Prabasi Liaison)
Smt. Mamata Shankar
Shri. Aninda Chatterjee

Shri. Sanjib Bhattacharya

Supratim Deb
Sushmita

Susmita Bose
Suswana Chatterjee
Tanima Ganguli
Trisha Sen

Urmi Chakraborty
Vaishali Chaudhuri

Sincere thanks to Prabasi magazine core team:
Srijoy Aditya, Saoli Biswas, Manas Chakraborty
Sudeshna Raha & Sudipto Mukhopadhyay
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3rd to 12th November 2023
11:30am to 7:30pm

Juniper Cupertino Curio Collection by Hilton,
10050 S De Anza Blvd, Cupertino, CA 95014
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PARADISE
BALLROOMS

Ja banquet hall & event center
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SERVICES INCLUDE

e CATERING * SEVERAL BAR OPTIONS

* SILVERWARE ® SECURITY
* CHINAWARE * WAIT STAFF
¢ DECORATED HALL

* LINEN

¢ FuLL SETUP INCLUDING

ﬂ SWEETS & CATERING

‘ AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS

fiaTEt w3 Jefdar @ sera™
T Ha fiie wis urs, oM few, fenma Amet 7F uedh
%2t TR I Sfentt 39 € ¥ @ 83 o9 Ao I
Items Serving:

@ All kinds of Sweets
@ Spacks & Food

Catering Services:
@ Wedding Ceremonies & Warmers
“ Receptions @ Chaffing Dishes
@ Chaat & Tikki Stall ~ * Birthday Parties @ China & Silverware
@ Pani Poori Stall @ Religious Gatherings @ Linen Rental
@ Bhel Poori / Pav Bhaji * Corporate Events
« Falooda Kulfi @ Picnics / Bar-b-que

TABLE CLOTH, NAPKINS, CHAIRS ETC.

Additional Services:

@ Waiters & Bartenders

PARADISE BALLROOMS
4100 Peralta Blvd. Fremont, CA 94536

(510) 900-6319

info@paradiseballrooms.com
www.paradiseballrooms.com

Follow us on:

Toll Free 1-866-FOR-RAJA
!i . www.rajasweets.com

msbains@rajasweets.com

Fresh Sweets, Snacks & Food
Catering with Portable Tandoor

for up to 10000 guests

Lunch - Dinner - Take Out - Banquets

Reju Sweets & Indian Cuisine ‘R(Ja/iﬂ'“ Indian Cuisine & Bar

31853 Alvarado Bivd. Union City CA 94587

1275 W Winton Ave. Hayward CA 94545
Ph. (510) 489-9100  Fax (510) 489-9111

Ph. (510) 264-9300 Fax (510) 264-9345

Call Makhan Bains or Ravinder Singh For Your Next Party

1-866-FOR-RAJA (367-7252)
www.RajaSweets.com




We likeg to Congratulate and Best Wishes to
Bay {Irga Prabasi
for cglgbrating successes at
Golden Jubilge Celgbrations.
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& 408.829.0041

™  nmodak@goldenl.com
& nmodak.goldenihomeloans.com

A
\

\l

A

bdé

94

Golden 1 Credit Union - Home Loans
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